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A Rescue 
Story - 

“Oscar” 

Oscar, like other 
pieces of *trash* 
was thrown into 
the garbage to be 
*disposed* of at 
the beginning of 
December 2006. 

It didn’t seem to 
matter that he was 
a living being, with 
needs and 
feelings.  Sadly, to 
someone, he was 
nothing more than 
a piece of 
TRASH. They 
didn't even care 
enough to drop 
him off at a shelter 
or give him to 
someone who 
would care for 
him....it was 
easier to just 
dump him.  

Oscar was found in a Vancouver trash can near a 
busy street, in a park. Luckily for him, someone 
found him and took him to the SPCA hospital 
where they cared for him very well and then 
asked us to take him in where he could get some 
extra TLC in a foster home.  

Not only did the person who threw him into the 
trash dispose of him, it was apparent that they 
also neglected and starved him. As you can see 
from his pictures he is also blind in one eye. His 
body is thin and weak and very stiff.....most likely 
due to never being out for any sort of exercise.  

His hair is growing back and the hair from around 
his eyes was trimmed as they were all gooped up 
when he came in. He is gaining weight and the 

other ladies (bunnies) where he is staying are 
starting to make him feel a bit frisky - so we know 
he's starting to feel better.  

Oscar is a quiet, gentle soul who has been 
through lord knows what but he eats like a horse 
and is looking so much better.  He is welcome to 
stay with us as long as he likes, and now has a 
place to call home. 
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2007 Artists for Animals Charity 
Auction 
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Meet SARS BC! 
The Small Animal Rescue Society of BC or SARS 
BC is a provincially & federally registered non-
profit organization (our charity number is 86169 
0436 RR0001) comprised of volunteers and 
services throughout British Columbia/Canada.��

Everyone with SARS BC is a volunteer and no 
one is paid to work with the animals. Our primary 
focus is to rescue and rehome any small animal in 
need. Neglected, injured and abandoned animals 
are our primary focus.  

Unfortunately due to the sheer number of 
unwanted small animals we can only consider 
taking in "owner surrendered" animals if we have 
a foster home available. However, we will help 
owners to rehome their animals in every way 
possible. We are a virtual rescue - meaning that 
we do not have our own physical shelter at this 
point. Instead, we rely on a network of volunteer 

foster parents that take care of the animals in 
their homes. That way the animals get a lot of 
one on one attention and the special care they all 
deserve.  SARS BC was founded in October 
2004.  We have since found over 1000 homes for 
small animals in need and we currently have 
many more in rescue that are patiently waiting for 
their turn to find a wonderful new home. 
 

SARS BC Team 
Small Animal Rescue Society of BC  

(SARS BC) 
PO Box 54564 7155 Kingsway  

Burnaby, BC  
V5E 4J6  

Charity number: 86169 0436 RR0001 
email: info@smallanimalrescue.org 

Check out our website at: 
 

www.smallanimalrescue.org  
  

�����������	
���
Since October 2004  

1019 
animals have been adopted! 
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SARS BC Capital Campaign:  
Shelter Project 
 
SARS BC is currently in the midst of putting 
together a capital campaign in order to raise 
the required funds needed to build a 
permanent SARS BC shelter/sanctuary.   
 
During the first phase, we are hoping to raise 
enough money to secure 3-5 separate 
buildings that will then house the different 
species of animals.  The next phase will be to 
secure permanent land for the buildings. 
 
It is a big feat but one that is needed.  There 
is no other group in the province that cares for 
all the animals that we do – the forgotten 
ones.  
If you would like to contribute, help out or 
receive more information, please email us.  
 

 

��

Above : Our temporary shelter – currently housing 
rabbits 
 
At this location SARS BC currently pays a monthly 
rental fee.  If you would like to help, we’d love to hear 
from you! 

Two of our shelter bunnies – relaxing in the free run 
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 Ask the Animals  
This continuing column will feature answers to 
your most burning questions on everything to do 
with your little critters!  If you have a question 
you’d like answered, email: “Ask the Animals” at 
info@smallanimalrescue.org. 
 
Q: What are the best  and safest cleaning 
products to use on cages and litter pans? 
 
A:  You’ve tried & tried…..and NOTHING seems 
to work.  If you are tired of trying to soak, scrape, 
bleach and pick off pee scum – read on!! 
 
Removing pee scum is as easy as 1,2,3….and 
the miracle cleaner is plain old 100% household 
white vinegar .   
 
Each time you clean your litter box, give it a 
quick rinse with vinegar…but be sure to rinse 
well.  For tougher stains, soak for 20-30 minutes 
and then give it a good scrub…..it’ll peel off no 
problem.  This trick of the trade, is safe, cheap 
and environmentally friendly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Classifieds  
 
Wanted : Cute & available shelter bunnies of 
all shapes & sizes seeking human 
companionship for monthly or bimonthly 
rendezvous’. They promise to be REAL good 
and will not refuse any offer of fresh greens or 
treats. Your visit is guaranteed to be very 
entertaining, much better then anything you’ll 
see on TV. Please call to arrange a visit….. 
we can’t wait to meet you! 
 
Wanted : Foster Homes for Bunnies and other 
cuddlies. For more information visit our 
website.  
 
Wanted : Supplies like Vinegar, wood pellet 
litter and food/veggies & treats for the 
SARSBC Shelter Bunnies.  All donations are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
For Sale : Some of the cutest Rat/Ferret/Degu 
hammocks you have ever seen! Plus yummy 
treats! Check out the SARSBC Store on our 
website.  All proceeds go directly to helping 
the animals. 
 Teeny tiny Hercules 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Some Bunny WANTS You! 

 
SARS BC has many volunteer opportunities. 
Please email for more information.  
 

- volunteer coordinator 
- drivers (vet trips, pick ups, drop offs) 
- fundraisers & fundraising coordinators 
- foster parents 
- home visit volunteers 
- shelter volunteers (cleaning & feeding) 
- transport volunteer (pick up/drop off 

supplies, cages etc) 
- grant writers 
- special event people 
- humane education & advocacy 

volunteers 
- sewers & knitters 
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Featured Adoptable Animals:   
Baby Girls 1,2,3 and Baby Boys 1,3,4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Baby Boy 1    Baby Boy 3       Baby Boy 4 

Baby Girl 1              Baby Girl 2   Baby Girl 3 

Squeeky and Juggy  
 
Squeeky and Juggy's last owners were forced to surrender these sweet-
natured guinea pigs because of a family medical crisis. Squeeky is a russet 
shorthair with a striking white blaze centered on his nose. He is smart and 
outgoing. His name describes him, since he often makes a soft warbling 
sound like a sleepy bird. Juggy's brown speckled short coat, shading into 
orange at the chest, reminds us of a robin's 
feathers.  He likes to be held and patted. 
Both are males. Neither they nor their 
pen have any smell beyond the pleasant  
one of fresh hay. They are two and a half 
years old, which is about 25 in human 
years.  

These babies’ mom was found as a stray and a few days after coming in rescue she gave birth to a 
litter. The babies are now ready to go to their forever homes!  
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 Success Story: The Jack and 
Eva Diaries (Part 4) By Elizabeth 
 
Jack and Eva Throw a Party… 
It was a typical lazy Friday afternoon.  Jack was 
napping in the corner of their apartment when 
Eva hopped over and nudged him awake.   
 
“Darling, I think we need to throw a house 
warming party.”  Eva said.   
 
“A house what?” Jack asked.   
 
“A house warming party.  
We’ve been living together 
for over a month now and I 
think it’s time we threw a 
party.  We’ll invite all our 
friends and serve some 
fresh hay and cold water 
and some craisins.  It’ll be 
fabulous.” 
 
“But Eva, my pet, it’s just 
that we don’t, well…” Jack 
paused, unsure of how to 
proceed.   
 
“We don’t what?” Eva asked.  “We don’t have 
any friends.” Jack replied nervously. 
 
“Don’t be ridiculous, we have plenty of friends!”  
Eva answered indignantly.  “We have Smokey 
the cat and there’s Ebony, that twitchy black cat 
and… well there’s that grey cat Mollie.  She 
doesn’t always growl at us.  There’s Scruffy and 
Nadia the guinea pigs, remember, we met them 
in the kitchen that day.  And I bet Lucy the 
hamster would love to drop by and tuck into 
some fresh hay.” 
 
“Now Eva, you know mom won’t let Lucy visit 
us.  She’s worried we’ll stomp on her or 
something.  Why don’t we have a party and just 
invite Smokey and mom and dad and… 
 
“Oh no!” Eva interrupted.  “I’m not letting you 
invite mom.  You know how I feel about her.  
She’s always picking me up and trying to pet 
me and sometimes when I come over to sniff 

her slipper she tries to pet my ears.  You know I 
don’t like it when she touches my ears!!  I 
understand how fabulous they are but really, do you 
see me just grabbing on to her ears?  No you don’t.  
Honestly Jack, I can understand and even 
appreciate that you were a little lonely before I 
came along and so you let yourself be wooed in by 
that two legged furless weirdo; but why you still let 
her groom you, I’ll never understand.  And you 
groom her back when you have a perfectly lovely 
“actual” bunny living under the same roof with you!” 
 

“Eva, honey, I’ve stopped 
grooming her, remember?” Jack 
protested innocently. 
 
“Don’t even try the innocent act 
with my buster.  I saw you the 
other night grooming her when 
you thought my back was 
turned.”  Eva warned. 
 
Jack blushed and giggled.  “I 
can’t help it Eva, she’s a nice 
mom.  Look how often she gives 
us Craisins and we get a papaya 
tablet every night!  Doesn’t she 
deserve some love in return?” 

 
“Listen Jack,” Eva laughed, “You might be one of 
those bunnies that just hands out the love to 
whoever happens to toss a Craisin at you, but 
you’ve married a bunny with some standards.  Don’t 
try and drag me down with you.” 
 
“Okay, okay” Jack soothed, “Now back to the party.  
We’ve got one invited guest for sure.  Who else 
should we invite?” 
 
“I think we’ll just make it an open house party” Eva 
decided.  “We’ll leave the door open for any guests 
and see how many show up.  Now get up and help 
me tidy, we’ll have the party tomorrow night.” 
 
So, Jack and Eva threw their first house party.  
Unfortunately the guinea pigs already had plans to 
spend the evening barbering each other’s backs 
and Elizabeth wouldn’t even let them hand out 
invitations to the rodents.  
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When Jack approached Mollie earlier in the day 
she only sniffed haughtily at him and 
announced she didn’t “do” bunny parties. 

 

Ebony was too busy bouncing off the curtain 
rods but promised to attend their next party and 
Elizabeth intercepted the message Eva tried to 
send to Lucy the hamster via a secret code 
written in the diet pepsi label. 

�

Still, Eva was determined to throw the party so 
with a guest list of one she furiously began to 
decorate their house.  She tossed hay and poo 
around the apartment with gusto.  She yelled 
twice at Jack because he hadn’t piled the poo in 
the corner in just the right way and finally, when 
he actually had the nerve to eat hay instead of 
flinging it around the apartment the way she 
wanted she kicked him out and sent him to 
mom and dad’s house to sulk. 

The hour of the party arrived, Smokey showed 
up promptly on time.  Unfortunately, he wasn’t 
that interested in socializing.  He spent most of 
the evening in the corner and didn’t even munch 

on any of the delicious hay that Eva and Jack had 
provided.   
�

 

The party wasn’t going exactly as planned so Eva 
and Jack decided it was time to call it a night.  
Unfortunately they discovered that a most 
unwelcome guest had crashed their house party  
 

 

Luckily Elizabeth came to their rescue and shooed 
Hannah the dog back home and the bunnies had 
their apartment back to themselves.  As they 
snuggled up together in their favourite corner of the 
apartment, Jack said comfortingly “Well Eva, the 
party wasn’t exactly how you had hoped.  I’m sorry 
honey.”  “That’s okay Jack, we’ll just try again next 
month!”  Eva said with a bunny grin. 
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Charlie and Parker are waiting for a 
loving forever home 

Butterball and Lilydale are a bonded pair looking for a 
home together 

Provincial Update 
 
Island Happenings:   
Summer is coming to an end, but our schedule of events is 
just as busy... Bottle Drives, Pets West adoption events, 
rescue walks etc. We are desperate for foster homes, and 
volunteers to help out with events. If you or someone you 
know can help, please contact us.  
 
email: islandsars@smallanimalrescue.org  
 
We look forward to meeting all you islanders. Look for us 
at the local events, stop by and say "Hi". 
 
Mainland Headquarters 
This summer has been busy as ever! As we moved a large 
number of rabbits into a temporary shelter in the Fraser 
Valley, our volunteers stepped up to the plate more than 
ever – driving hours to spend time cleaning and socializing 
them.  We are now looking harder than ever for new 
volunteers in a variety of positions – contact us if you are 
interested at info@smallanimalrescue.org 
 
Interior Chapter 
We are pleased to announce that the orphaned bunnies 
that SARS took in from the Kelowna SPCA were 
successfully raised and are now ready to return to the 
SPCA for adoption. This was quite the undertaking but 
these little ones grabbed our volunteers’ heartstrings!  We 
are still looking for more volunteers and foster homes! 
 



SMALL TALK 
Newsletter of SARS BC Fall 2007  
info@smallanimalrescue.org                        www.smallanimalrescue.org   

�

 
SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org  Fall 2007 

9 

 

Tales from our Foster Families 
Wendy the GP  

In October of 2006 we welcomed into our home 
a lovely curvy guinea pig named Wendy.  We 
were instantly smitten with her soulful dark 
eyes, adorable face and long flowing dark locks 
interspersed with caramel and white streaks.  
Wendy weighs in at a hefty 3 pounds and is 
what is referred to as a “Silkie” guinea pig. The 
hair on her head is nice and short while her 
body hair is long and 
beautiful and silky soft.  

Wendy is a vain girl who 
likes to keep her hair looking 
its best.  Because of this, 
grooming her on a regular 
basis is a must. Without 
regular brushing, her 
gorgeous locks will quickly 
become matted.  Luckily, 
Wendy loves to be brushed! 

Currently Wendy lives with 
two of our own guinea pig 
girls in a large cubes and 
chloroplast cage. She would 
love to have a brand new friend to play with in a 
forever home.  She is around two and a half 
years old and the girl loves to eat.  On a daily 
basis she is given as much fresh timothy hay as 
she wants, a ¼ cup of good quality guinea pig 
pellets and vegetables. She gets a variety of 
vegetables that include, romaine lettuce, green 
leaf lettuce, green, red, yellow and orange 
pepper, parsley, cilantro, spinach and carrots. 
She also enjoys the occasional bit of 
strawberry, melon and apple.   Because of her 
weight, we do limit the pellets that Wendy 
receives, however she is allowed to eat as 
much hay as she would like.  

If you’re looking for a lap pig, then Wendy is the 
girl for you. She will happily sit on your lap for 
as long as you want, being petted softly or 
having her long hair brushed with a soft brush. I 
like to sit her on my lap and groom her while I’m 
watching tv at night and Wendy loves that too. 

She’ll sit very still, wheeking quietly from time to 
time while you pet her. Occasionally if she’s tired or 
not feeling like she wants to cuddle, she’ll get a bit 
restless and pull at your clothes. That’s her request 
to be put back in her cage.  I usually place a nice 
fluffy towel on my lap for her to sit on to avoid any 
accidental demonstrations of affection that are the 
“watery” type, however Wendy is surprisingly good 
about waiting until she’s back in her cage.  If I’m 
going to have her out for a while I tend to place her 
back in her cage every 20 minutes or so for a quick 

potty break. 

One thing that 
Wendy’s new 
family should 
know is that as 
much as Wendy 
likes to be 
cuddled on your 
lap, she hates to 
be picked up out 
of her cage. In 
fact, I often have 
to chase her 
around the cage 
and corner her 
with a soft towel 
to pick her up. 

She runs like crazy and squirms and kicks and 
squeaks at the top of her lungs. However, once she 
is actually picked up and sitting on your lap she 
becomes perfectly mellow and content to sit there. 
Wendy is a little shy but has never bitten me and is 
used to all sorts of other critters including cats and 
large dogs who sometimes bark quite loudly!  

She would really like to have a cardboard box or 
large pigloo in her new cage because sometimes a 
girl likes her privacy. She will also use a snuggle 
sack from time to time.  

Wendy is currently being fostered in Kelowna but 
arrangements can easily be made to transport her 
to her new home if it’s outside of Kelowna. If you 
have any questions about Wendy, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at kellyk_designs@shaw.ca.  
I do hope you’ll consider giving this wonderful girl a 
forever home. 
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Contemplating Adopting a 
Ferret? Read this first!  
(Part 1 of 3) -  By Kathy Perry 

As I sit here awaiting my five foster ferrets that 
will be arriving this weekend I begin to wonder if 
I am brave or just insane.  As I am thinking, I 
hear a rustling in the cage behind me. When I 
turn to look I notice The Finster staring 
myopically up at me from the cage bottom 
where he has taken to 
sleeping lately.  Opening the 
door of his cage, he 
immediately crawls into my 
arms and snuggles close 
giving a big sigh of happiness 
as I hold him. I know this won’t 
last long, soon he will wriggle 
from my grasp and go off to 
find a corner that I forgot to 
put a towel in to leave me a 
little present. Finn is the worst 
for leaving presents for me in 
unusual places but all the 
ferrets do it. However for now I 
get snuggled and the feeling 
of his warm body pressed into 
mine as we sit silently just 
enjoying each other. 
 
 It’s this time with Finn that 
reminds me why I am waiting 
for the ‘fosters’ to arrive. It kills me to think that 
these poor guys are out there; needing homes 
and nowhere to go. It makes me angry that a 
large number of these animals are purchased 
because they are cute and little to no thought is 
ever put into the care they will need both in time 
and money. It’s amazing how many 
advertisements I have seen over the months, 
the most common complaint is that the owner 
no longer has time to care for their pet, or that 
the ferret is biting a lot, both are related in many 
ways. Biting occurs when a ferret is bored and 
not getting the time out that it needs. This is 
often the case when a person buys the animal 
because it’s cute and cuddly, thinking it can be 
left caged like the rodents that they remember 
owning as a kid. This is not the case. A ferret is 

not a rodent; it is not a cage animal. They are in the 
Mustelidae family, commonly referred to as the 
weasel family. This is the largest family within 
Carnivora and is comprised of 56 species in 22 
genera. Members of this family include weasels, 
stoats, polecats, mink, marten, fishers, wolverines, 
otters, badgers and others. 

I was trying to think of how to explain what a ferret 
costs, financially, emotionally, and time wise to 
someone who is thinking of getting a one as a pet.  I 

don’t want to scare 
away a potential owner 
because they are a joy 
to own and love, but I 
do feel people need to 
have a realistic 
understanding of what 
they are getting into 
with ferrets. Ferrets live 
for on average of about 
six to nine years and 
are costly on all three 
accounts however if 
you are willing and able 
to make the 
commitment to them, 
the love and joy they 
bring  will more than 
reimburse you. 

Time 
I will start with the easy one, time. What type of time 
commitment are you looking at when you own a 
ferret?  Ferrets don’t normally entertain themselves 
in a cage, when in the cage they just sleep. Ferrets 
will sleep for about sixteen hours a day and spend 
the rest of the time playing and eating. They require 
at a minimum  four hours (two hours twice a day) 
out of the cage to romp and play. Ferrets can and 
do live in situations in some homes where they are 
able to come and go around the house as they 
please, housed in much the same manner as a cat 
would be. However even the free roam ferrets 
require time where you sit down with them and 
simply play with them. Around our house, our 
ferrets are often taken for a walk down the galloping 
goose, or to a store to shop (in their stroller they are 
welcomed in most stores). If your ferret does not 
have the time to play and the time to interact with 
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you they will not become well socialized, they 
will nip and play too roughly, they will not listen 
to you and they surely won’t want to sit and 
cuddle. I don’t blame them; if I were locked up 
in a cage for most of my life, when I got out, I 
would want to play and enjoy my time out, not 
waste the time cuddling with someone I don’t 
know. I often hear “My ferret bites and hates to 
be held” My answer to that is “let your guy out to 
play more, then get down and play with him/her, 
it is only in this way will your guy become more 
social and more willing to interact with you.” 

Aside from the time you actually 
have to be down playing with them 
there are the more mundane time 
commitments that all pets require.  
I find that the general care takes 
me about 30-45 minutes a day. 
You have to scoop litter boxes. My 
cage has four litter boxes; the 
room has two, so I clean six litter 
boxes a day. Often people like to 
clean them two times a day to 
keep the smell down. You will also 
need to wash and refill food bowls 
and water daily as well as wash all 
bedding in the cage about once a week, more 
often if you have a smellier ferret. My cage has 
a linoleum floor so I must sweep that once a 
day and wash it about once every two weeks. 
 
Oh yes did I mention they smell? Well they do. I 
actually don’t mind the smell. It’s a soft musky 
type odor.  However it can quickly become over 
powering if you do not keep up with the washing 
of the bedding and changing of the litter. Cats 
you can often leave the litter pans for a day or 
so between scooping. Not so with ferrets, and if 
you feed a food that’s high in fish you can 
expect an even nastier smell from the deposits 
and oils in the ferrets skin. 

Now you have decided that you are able to deal 
with giving the ferret at least four and half hours 
a day. Quite a commitment by its self, but then 
you also have to ask yourself a couple of 
questions. The first being, that these bundles of 
love can live for nine years. Where do you think 
you will be in nine years? Do you feel you can 

dedicate that period of your life to an animal? It’s a 
very long time to commit to an animal. In the days 
gone past people lived in the same place their 
whole lives, they owned their own homes and they 
rarely went away. Now however we are almost a 
nomadic society, moving from city to city, province 
to province and even country to country is done in 
the blink of an eye.  Are you willing to forgo moving 
to a specific place if your pet is illegal there, or if 
you cannot find a ferret friendly rental? 

The next question which also relates to a society 
where travel is so easy now is what will you do with 

your bundle of fuzzy joy 
when you want to go 
away on vacation? Or 
even just for a 
weekend? Who will take 
care of your ferret? 
Trying to find boarding 
for a ferret is not easy, 
being as they need 
somewhat specialized 
care; many places just 
do not have the 
knowledge, patience or 
time to deal with ferrets. 

Friends can sometimes be counted on to help out, 
but being as they are not as committed to your 
babies as you are, you will never be 100% sure that 
the ferrets are getting the care they need while you 
are gone. Only with a ferret knowledgeable person 
will you know they are being looked after properly. 

This is just a very basic run down of the time 
commitment required when owning a ferret, there is 
so much more that I did not touch on, for instance 
trips to the vet, nail clipping, bathing, etc. I am sure I 
could write a whole column on the time commitment 
alone but I would like to now move onto the 
financial cost of owning a ferret. 

Financial Costs 
Like most pets, I go by the adage “if you can’t afford 
the vet, you can’t afford the pet” and ferrets are a 
very expensive pet to own.  Ferrets need the same 
basic vaccinations that a puppy/cat needs, 
distemper and rabies. They need shots at 6 weeks, 
9 weeks and 12 weeks and then yearly thereafter. If 
you are getting an older ferret with an unknown 
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Product/Service Cost 1st Year Yearly Cost 
1-3 Years of Age 

Yearly Cost 
Over 3 Years of Age 

Purchase Price 200 --- --- 

Can be used by multiple Ferrets  

Cage 300 0 0 

Litter Pan (x3) 25 0 0 

Food and Water Bowls 15 0 0 

Pet Carrier 22 0 0 

Grooming supplies,  20 10 10 

Litter 100 100 100 

Per Ferret  

Toys 40 20 20 

Accessories; hammock, sleeping tube 50 20 20 

Harness and Leash 25 0 0 

Food 120 120 120 

Routine veterinary care and vaccinations 225 70 70 

Other veterinary care; dental, blood screening --- 90 100-300 

Heartworm and flea prevention/control 112 112 112 

Supplements: Ferretone, hair ball remedies 50 50 50 

Treats 25 25 25 

Totals  $1329.00 $617.00 $627.00-$777.00 

 

history of vaccinations, they will need a series of 
two sets of these shots not the full three.  Most 
veterinarians charge a full exam fee for each 
vaccination, even the boosters. That means that 
each time you take them to the vets for a 
vaccination or a booster it will cost you $45.00-
$65.00 plus the cost of the medication. 

The following table is a basic cost of owning a 
ferret from my own personal experience. My 
husband built our cage so the cage price is 
something I got by looking at average costs of 
cages.  This also does not include the ‘extras’. 
For instance if you want a pet stroller to take 
your guys for a walk, you are looking at an 
additional $200.00 
 
Please bear in mind that a ferret’s one goal in 
life is to find new and innovative ways to kill 
itself. Any vet costs listed in the table deal with 
the standard problems a ferret faces and not 
any emergency care. We paid $550.00 to 
remove an obstruction from one of my ferrets 

and the little guy died the next day. Ferrets are also 
likely to develop some type of cancer or other 
disease in their life, requiring major surgery and/or 
ongoing medication. I suggest that people keep a 
fund of at least $1000 for your first ferret and $500 
for each additional ferret available to pay for 
medical bills. 
 
Some of the costs I list are not 100% set in stone. 
For instance I feed my ferrets a combination of 
ferret foods and cat foods. Each bag varies greatly 
in cost, a 2 kg bag of food can cost anywhere from 
$15.00 to $30.00. Ferrets tend to imprint on one 
type of food. If the food changes or is no longer 
available in your area, the ferret may actually starve 
itself rather than eat a new food. For this reason it’s 
a good idea to combine the different types of food 
together. I would like to get my guys on a whole 
prey diet but I have yet to have any success with 
this so for now kibble is what my ferrets are eating. 
There are many groups out there that will discuss 
the whole prey or raw food diets for ferrets.  
Next Issue – Emotion and Common diseases  
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SARS B.C. Sponsorship Program 

������� � � � ������ �
    Sponsor a Speuter   
         (Spay/Neuter) 
 
For $55.00 you can sponsor a spay or neuter 
of one of our hundreds of rabbits awaiting 
adoption through SARS BC.  

 

 
 
Cheques can be sent directly to our PO Box, 
or visit our website to donate using PayPal.  
Donations over $20.00 will be issued a tax 
receipt. 

Sponsor a Rabbit 
�������	
���

If you are unable to foster a rabbit in your 
home, you can still make a tremendous 
impact by sponsoring a rescued rabbit with 
a monthly contribution.  Your donation will 
help provide shelter, food, and medical 
care; helping SARS BC to be able to assist 
as many animals as possible. 
 

 
 
See page 10 for mailing address, or visit our 
website to donate using PayPal. 
 

Leave a Legacy 

��������

A bequest in your will, donations in lieu of 
flowers, or those in memory of a lost loved 
one or pet can ensure that SARS BC will be 
able to continue its ongoing work assisting 
small animal in need throughout the province. 

 

Celebrate on your 
special occasion 

 
On your next birthday, anniversary, grad, 
baby shower, or other special occasion of a 
friend or family member, ask for donations 
to SARS BC in lieu of traditional gifts.  What 
a wonderful present – to be able to gift the 
gift of life to an animal in need. 
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How You Can Help  
1. DONATE 
SARS BC always very much appreciates 
donations, whether it's financial help, gift 
certificates or pet supplies.  Financial donations 
are tax deductible and we'd be happy to issue 
you a tax receipt for all donations over $20.00. 

If you'd like to make a donation, please make it 
through PayPal via our website, or you can 
send a cheque or money order to:  

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC (SARS BC) 
PO Box 54564  
7155 Kingsway 

Burnaby, BC 
V5E 4J6 

 
You can also send donations towards our 

medical fund by sending it directly to our vets:  

Dr. Hugh Upjohn Dr. Brondwin 
SARS BC   SARS BC Account 
Account #07-27 Arbutus West Animal 
Clinic 
2599 Runnel Dr. 2809 West 16th Avenue 
Coquitlam, BC  Vancouver, BC 
V3E 1S3  V6K 3C5 
 
Dr. Walton 
SARS BC Account 
Dewdney Animal Hospital  
11965 – 228th St.  
Maple Ridge, B.C.  
V2X 6M1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. FOSTER 
SARS BC is a virtual shelter, meaning that we don't 
have an actual shelter but we rely on a network of 
foster homes with people who kindly open their 
hearts and doors to an animal in need. 
Unfortunately sometimes we have to turn away 
animals because of the lack of foster homes. SARS 
BC is always in desperate need of foster homes, 
especially for rabbits. 
 
 If you're interested in fostering an animal, please 
visit our website. We will get back to you as soon as 
possible.  SARS BC provides cages and other 
supplies like litter boxes, bowls etc. and will pay for 
any medical treatment needed. The foster home 
provides the foster animal with the daily necessities 
such as food and bedding and of course lots of 
TLC. Foster homes also get first dibs to adopt the 
animal as we understand how fast you can get 
attached to them! 

Don't worry if you've never had a small animal 
before.  We'd be happy to show you how to take 
care of them and we're always here to answer your 
questions.  We generally ask that people foster the 
animals until they get adopted which can be 
anywhere from a few days up to several months. 
But we understand that sometimes circumstances 
change and people are no longer able to foster so 
we will find a new foster home as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

����������	
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�
Visit www.cafepress.com/sarsbc  to  see all the gear!  
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A Huge Thanks to Our Sponsors – Please Support them  as they have 
Supported Us! 

  
             http://carecollars.com 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
Eagle Ridge Animal and Bird Hospital     
Arbutus West Animal Clinic 
Michelle’s Rabbit and Small Animal Cage Boarding 
Dewdney Trunk Animal Hospital 
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Happy Endings - Erin 

At the beginning of July 2006 we received a 
call from a concerned citizen. The day before 
he had taken his dogs for a walk around 
Kerrisdale; when his dogs seemed a bit too 
interested in a box. Upon further inspection 
he discovered two very scared little rats in the 
box. At that time he figured somebody must 
have dropped them or left them their while 
running some errands so he kept on walking.  

On their evening walk, he came across the 
same box again. The rats were still inside. At 
this point he knew that they were abandoned. 
Even though he's not a rat lover, he knew he 
couldn't just leave them there and so he took 
them home with him. He phoned the SPCA 
who told him to give us a call instead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The next day we went and picked up Erin and her 
sister Colleen. Both girls were in bad shape and 
had several injuries. Unfortunately Colleen's 
injuries were too severe and she didn't make it 
but luckily Erin survived. After being in rescue for 
6 months she finally found a wonderful forever 
home and lived with a little hairless rat named 
Sahara.  Sadly, Saraha has since passed, but 
Erin has a new best friend in the same loving 
home – a rat named Savanna! 

Rats make excellent pets, they are friendly, 
interactive, fun, smart and clean animals. They 
are very social and should never be kept alone 
and we don't adopt out single rats unless they go 
to a home that already has a rat.  If you are 
interested in bringing a rat into you home, and 
your life – please contact us as we have many, 
many wonderful rats waiting for loving forever 
homes! 

Erin (right) and her late best friend Sahara 


