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A Rescue 
Story: 

Bubalulu 
Simone Bur 

Meet Bubalulu - 
she is a senior 
Chinchilla that wa
s found running 
loose on the UBC 
endowment lands 
in May 2006.  

As soon as Bubalulu 
came into SARS, we 
took her straight 
into our vet as she 
was very, 
very skinny and not 
doing well. The 
inside of her mouth 
looked as if she had 
been 
electrocuted...the 
flesh was all rotten 
and falling off along 
where the area 
where she would 
bite down on 
something. It must 
have been very 
painful. If only she 
could talk and let us 
know what 
happened to her! At 

the time, our vet, Dr. Upjohn, wasn't sure that 
Bubalulu was going to make it at all as she was in 
such rough shape......but we weren't ready yet to 
give up on her just yet. 

Needless to say, it was a challenge to look after 
her and to get her to take her antibiotics and rinse 
her mouth with an antiseptic. In her picture, you 
can see where she has been slobbering & 
drooling due to her mouth being sore. Luckily 
however, her teeth were ok.  

With alot of rest & TLC, we're happy to say that 
Babalulu has made a full recovery and is doing 
well in her forever home with Lisa. She lives as a 
free range chinchilla in Lisa's bedroom.  
Thankfully she is not a chewer and doesn't get 

into the sort of trouble most chinchillas get up to 
;-).  Bubalulu enjoys her treats and has been 
known to steal various objects that Lisa manages 
to recover that have been craftily hidden under 
the bed.  She is often found perching on 
something overlooking her kingdom.  All hail 
Queen Bubalulu.  

Chinchillas make wonderful pets.  A chinchilla is 
a long-term commitment, as they can live for 15-
20 yrs (some reports say 30 yrs!)  We have many 
other chinchillas available for adoption.  If you are 
thinking of bringing a chinchilla into your family – 
feel free to contact us!  

Inside This Issue  
 
Meet the  
SARS BC Team 2 
 
SARS BC Network 3 
 
Foster Families 4 
 
Meet the Gerbils 5 
 
Ask the Animals 6 
 
Featured Adoptable 
Animals  7 
 
In Depth with SARS 
BC   8 
 
Success story: The 
Jack and Eva Diaries
   9 
 
Inexpensive Critter 
Accessories             10 
 
How you can Help  12 
 
Our Sponsors         13 
 
Happy Endings       14 
 



SMALL TALK 
Newsletter of SARS BC Spring 2007  
info@smallanimalrescue.org                        www.smallanimalrescue.org  Phone: (604) 438-4366 

�

 
SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org    Spring 2007 

2 

  
 
The Small Animal Rescue Society of BC is holding a Bottle & Penny Drive  on April 14th 2007. 
100% of the money raised will go towards our medical fund for spays and neuters, surgeries, 
medications, etc. 
 
Please help us help small animals in need by dropping off your returnables and pennies on April 
14th 2007 between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm! If you are unable to make it that day, please call email 
us at info@smallanimalrescue.org to set-up a different day for drop off/pick-up. 
 
       Vancouver Location:    Victoria Location:  

           

Meet SARS BC! 
The Small Animal Rescue Society of BC or SARS 
BC is a provincially & federally registered non-
profit organization (our charity number is 86169 
0436 RR0001) comprised of volunteers and 
services throughout British Columbia/Canada.��

Everyone with SARS BC is a volunteer and no 
one is paid to work with the animals. Our primary 
focus is to rescue and rehome any small animal in 
need. Neglected, injured and abandoned animals 
are our primary focus.  

Unfortunately due to the sheer number of 
unwanted small animals we can only consider 
taking in "owner surrendered" animals if we have 
a foster home available. However, we will help 
owners to rehome their animals in every way 
possible. We are a virtual rescue - meaning that 
we do not have a physical shelter at this point. 
Instead, we rely on a network of volunteer foster 
parents that take care of the animals in their 
homes. That way the animals get a lot of one on 
one attention and the special care they all 

deserve.  SARS BC was founded in October 
2004.  We have since found over 800 homes for 
small animals in need and we currently have 
many more in rescue that are patiently waiting for 
their turn to find a wonderful new home. 
 

SARS BC Team 
Small Animal Rescue Society of BC  

(SARS BC) 
PO Box 54564 7155 Kingsway  

Burnaby, BC  
V5E 4J6  

Charity number: 86169 0436 RR0001 
email: info@smallanimalrescue.org 

Check out our website at: 
 

www.smallanimalrescue.org  
  

�����������	
���
Since October 2004  

801 
animals have been adopted! 
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�
Victoria/ Nanaimo  

�
Comox/Courtney  

�
Cranbrook  

�
Kelowna  

�
Prince George  

�
Lower Mainland  

SARS BC Network 
 
SARS BC – is literally all across British Columbia!  
We have members, volunteers, and foster homes 
in cities big and small: from Vancouver and the 
Lower Mainland, all the way to Prince George. 
We are looking for volunteers from across the 
province. So if you are interested in either 
adopting from us, fostering with us, or becoming 
involved, it does not matter where you live – we 
can always use more members and can work 
with you to help find transportation for any 
animals you would like to bring into your family! 

Highlights from Around BC 
 
Lower Mainland – SARS BC Headquarters 
This is where it all started and where most of 
the action is happening.  Everything gets 
coordinated out of Vancouver. Every year we 
literally take in and adopt out hundreds of 
animals such as rabbits, rats, hamsters etc. 
We have a bottle drive every 3 months to 
raise funds, have other various fundraisers 
and attend several community events such 
as the Port Moody Easter Parade, 
Ratstravaganza etc. 
 
*See you at the Pet Expo* 
 March 31 st – April 1 st  10 am – 5 pm 
At the Abbotsford Tradex!  
 
Vancouver Island – Vancouver Island has 
an abundance of small animals awaiting 
foster & forever homes. We currently have 
hamsters (both syrian & dwarf), rats, 
chinchillas, hedgehogs, rabbits and guinea 
pigs. Being a relatively new branch to SARS 
we are in need of more exposure. Hopefully 
in the New Year we will be able to achieve 
this. As our network grows, volunteers are 
trading supplies, passing along information, 
carpooling for critter transport, planning for 
fundraising, and working to raise the profile 
of SARS on Vancouver Island. 

 
Kelowna - We are just getting up and 
running in Kelowna!!! More news to come 
soon… 
 

“Baby Boy 4” 
 

Plea for Foster Homes!  
 
We are in URGENT need of foster homes for all 
types of critters, especially rabbits.   
 
There is a huge influx of animals desperately 
needing to come into rescue, and we are already 
stretched to capacity. We provide vet care, cages 
and all the knowledge and support you need to 
provide a loving temporary home. Please contact 
us immediately if you are able to help.  
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Tiny 

 
Darwyn 

Tales from our Foster Families…
Meet Our Foster Hamsters By Reese Willis 
 
When I first started fostering hamsters for SARS six 
months ago, I thought that three syrian hamsters 
would be plenty. But I quickly discovered that being 
a hamster foster parent was very rewarding and 
enormous fun. I liked it so much that we’ve ended 
up with seven hamsters! Of 
those seven, two are SARS 
hamsters available for adoption.   
 
I asked to foster syrian hamsters 
that are biters, fearful, or 
unsocialized because I wanted 
to help them become 
comfortable with people so 
they’d have a better chance of 
being adopted. I’ve learned that 
hamsters’ personalities and 
temperaments vary a lot more 
than I originally thought. Each of 
my hamsters has very distinct 
traits and behaviours which has 
been a lot of fun to discover. It 
has been rewarding to watch our 
hamsters’ personalities show 
through once they’ve learned 
that people aren’t out to hurt 
them. 
 
I have read every book I could 
find on hamster care and almost 
every one recommends that only 
a confident, calm, fearless syrian 
hamster should be chosen as a 
pet because hammies that are 
shy or skittish will bite and be 
uninterested in human companionship. THIS IS 
NOT TRUE! All of my scaredy-hams have turned 
out to be friendly, curious, and sociable. It just 
takes lots of time, patience, and understanding. 
The results are wonderful for both the hamsters 
and me! 
 
Our two foster hamsters are all in need of different 
kinds of homes: 
 
 
 

Darwyn – Darwyn is the cutest little guy! He’s the 
most afraid hamster I’ve ever met. He has not 
been handled at all in the past and will panic 
when he sees hands coming. But he’ll jump into a 
carrier no problem so I use that to transport him 
to the couch to play. Once he’s out of his cage 
he’s quite adventurous and he loves to climb all 

over me. Darwyn could definitely 
learn to trust people more, but it’ll 
take lots of time and patience 
with him. In the meantime his 
mischief is a lot of fun to watch. 
Darwyn needs a home with very 
gentle, patient people who can 
adapt their behaviour to his 
needs. 
 
Tiny  – When Tiny got here in 
August he was completely 
terrified of everything. He hid all 
the time and would run for cover 
when he saw me coming. But in 
just a short time he’s mellowed 

out a lot and is now a very sociable 
little fellow! He’s great with being 
handled and he loves to come out 
and play. Tiny’s a very laidback 
guy who seems to like a lot of time 
to himself. He’d do best in a family 
who could give him some attention 
but also lots of peace and quiet. He 
also needs a very particular kind of 
cage, wheel and bedding, as he is 
prone to having sore feet. 
 
These are just two of the many, 
many hamsters available for 

adoption through SARS. Adopting or fostering 
one of these little guys is a lot of fun and the 
attention and love makes such a huge difference 
in their lives. You won’t be sorry if you try it! 
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Done with the smell of small 
critters? Meet the Gerbil.  
 
If you like small critters, but don’t care much for the 
smell, then here is a pet you may want to look 
into….. 

The Gerbil. 
 
Gerbils are desert animals, so they drink less then 
the average small pet, because of this they smell 
less and their cages don’t need to be cleaned as 
often. Gerbils are social animals that do well in 
same sex pairs. 
 
Unlike hamsters who are nocturnal, gerbils are 
awake in the mornings and evenings, only sleeping 
when it’s the hottest or the coolest parts of the day. 
Their diets are very similar to most small animals; 
all they need is a bit extra protein in the form of cat 
or dog food or even some extra peanuts. As in the 
wild they eat small bugs. 
 
Gerbils live from 2 to 4 years, usually two and a 
half or three is an average life span. Gerbils are not 
known for being aggressive, and though not cuddly 
pets they are definitely entertaining as they are 
always on the go. 
 
Housing a pair of gerbils is best done in an 
Aquarium with a good lid. This helps stop any 
drafts that could make the animal sick, and it also 
make it so there are no bars to chew wrecking the 
animals teeth. Also aquariums are easy to clean, 
just dump them out and give them a wipe. An 
adequate size is 10 gallons. 
 
So if you are looking for an amusing, sweet natured 
and most importantly, not sticky new pet, a gerbil 
may be for you. Check out the SARSBC Website 
for animals for adoption and links to gerbil 
information and care. 
 
 
 
The Little Women. 
 
These Four sisters are full of fun!  Meet Josephine 
(Jo), Margaret (Meg), Elizabeth (Beth) and little 
Amy!  Friendly, Entertaining and full of love these 

girls would make an exceptional addition to your 
family.  If you are looking for a larger group of 
gerbils to keep you entertained and share your 
love with these girls may just be for you. They are 
very tame and love to take treats from your hand. 

 

Zippy & Tipsy 

These two are a sweet mother and daughter pair. 
Both very tame and happy to be held. 
 
Zippy is named after the amazing high speeds 
she can go when it’s play time outside the cage, 
she’s so much fun to watch as she excitedly runs 
about you.  Both girls are under a year old and so 
still quite young, there Silver and Black colourings 
are stunning together. 
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Ask the Animals  
 
This continuing column will feature answers to your 
most burning questions on everything to do with your 
little critters!  If you have a question you’d like 
answered, email: “Ask the Animals” at 
info@smallanimalrescue.org. 
 
Q: I’ve heard that I can litter box train my rabbit? Is 
this true? How can I do this?   
 
A: This is absolutely true – most rabbits can be litter 
trained with a little time, patience, and diligence. Litter 
box training your rabbit will allow you to give your 
rabbit more freedom during play time, without having 
to worry about little “mistakes”! 
 
First, it is important to box train you rabbit in its cage 
initially.  This will give him or her their first set of tools 
and lessons that he or she can apply when out during 
play time.  In order to do this, observe you rabbit 
carefully- your bun will tend to urinate in one specific 
area of its cage. Watch for telltale signs – backing up 
and raising its tail.  Once you have found this spot 
(often a corner) – place a litter box with suitable litter 
here.  Often placing some hay inside will encourage 
your rabbit to use its box.  At this point – many rabbits 
will automatically use their litter box faithfully.  
 
Once your bun is doing this successfully, it’s time to 
train outside of the cage.  To do this (and these tips 
can be applied to the cage as well), place a litter box 
in a suitable corner. Then, restrict your buns space so 
that he/she only has access to the litter box and a 
body length of “carpet space”.  This sets your bun up 
for success – he/she, is forced to use the litter box.  
You can restrict access using NIC panels as barriers, 
or an X-Pen. If he or she slips up, restrict the space 
once more and reinforce successes with treats. 
Punishing your bun (with a loud noise for example) 
will often be ineffective – as the bun will be unable to 
connect it with what he or she has done. Instead, 
simply shuffle him into the box and watch more 
carefully for signs your rabbit is about to *go* (tail up).  
If you see him doing this out of the box, quickly and 
gently shuffle him into the box. Then, once your bun is 
using the box consistently expand the space gradually 
– at each stage ensuring the bun is still using the box.  
You will learn when you can trust your bun to go to 
the next stage – and enjoy the results!

We have many, many animals of all shapes, 
sizes and personalities – contact us and we 

will try to help you find a match! 

 

 
Ebony and Mittens 

 

 
Timmy(bonded with Smokey) 

 

 
Phoenix 
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Featured Adoptable Animals:   
Bear and Casper  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Bear and Casper are a wonderful pair that have 
just come into rescue with SARS.  They were 
surrendered to a local shelter, because the owner 
had no time for them.   
 
We are still getting to know them at this point, but 
they are a very adorable pair.  They will need a 
special home that will be able to give them the love 
they deserve.  Casper will need regular visits to the 
vet in order to have his teeth clipped; and therefore 
they require a special home that is willing to take 
on a little extra responsibility of a special needs 
bunny.   
 
If you are interested in fostering or adopting this 
wonderful pair – please contact us.  Spending time 
with these two is such a treat; a reward in itself. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Copper �

 
 
Copper is a large New Zealand beauty, weighing 
in at 12 lbs. Copper was found as a stray on in an 
industrial area of Alberta. She has been given 
lots of love, and is now a gentle and very sweet 
bunny who will make someone or another bunny 
a lovely companion. She also gives kisses :-) 
 
Copper was the star of our recent SARS BC 
Christmas Party. She was extremely social and 
very much wants to be around people.  She also 
gets along great with dogs – having no problem 
sharing her pellets with her current doggie 
housemates.   
 
Copper is a special soul who will make someone 
a lovely house rabbit. 
 

 

Snugglebun Alert  
 
Whitney is a beautiful torti Dwarf mix who has been 
sitting in rescue for a long time. She is approx. 3 1/2 
years old and was bounced around from home to 
home until she finally landed here at SARS BC.  

Whitney is a wonderful, mellow rabbit who just 
LOVES to get petted and loves to hang out with you 
on the couch watching a good movie and munching 
on a salad. She just melts away when you pet her 
and will lay still for as long as you will pet her. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2004-2005 Releases to  
Small Animal Rescue Society of BC by: 

 

 
 

The majority of animal released in the care of SARS BC are a result of “owner surrenders”, followed 
closely by those from the SPCA or other shelters. 

In Depth with SARS 
SARS Admin 
 
A lot of time, money, and effort goes in to running a 
successful animal rescue organization like SARS 
BC.   Here are our recent statistics and reports on 
SARS BC operations: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
2005 Financial Report  
 
Income through adoption fees, donations and 
eBay auctions: 
 
$16,712.53 
 
Expenses: veterinary fees, food and bedding (not 
including costs to foster families), eBay fees: 
 
$21,167.72 

The expenses above do not include the expenses 
incurred by the foster families, which we are sure 
amounts to hundreds of dollars. Thank you so 
much for all of the foster families and SARS 
admin members who are taking money out of 
their personal funds to help with the animals!

Did you Know? 
 

Between our incorporation in 
October 2004, and November 7 

2006, SARS BC completed: 
 

324 speuters  
(spay or neuters) 

 
The majority of these are rabbits, but 

we have also fixed many other 
critters, including rats and 

chinchillas. 
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Success Story: The Jack and Eva 
Diaries (Part 2) By Elizabeth 
 
When we last left off – Jack was patiently waiting to 
hear back regarding Eva’s adoption application.  
The suspense continues…               
 
A few days later, word came back that Elizabeth 
had been chosen as Eva’s new mom!  The lady 
Elizabeth spread the word to all her friends and 
began the countdown for when Eva would arrive.  
But first Eva had to grow a little more and be 
spayed.  Every day Elizabeth and Ben talked to 
Jack about Eva and how excited he would be to 
meet her.  The days went by too slowly. 
 
January 31, 2006 -That afternoon Elizabeth was 
contacted by Lisa with news about Eva.  She had 

been 
spayed 
that day 
and was 
recovering 
at her 
foster 
mom’s 
home.  But 
the lovely 
Eva 

decided to give everyone a scare and near the end 
of surgery she stopped breathing.  The vet pumped 
her chest and she started breathing again but Lisa 
told Elizabeth she would have to be very careful 
with Eva if she ever needed surgery again.  It turns 
out that Eva was very sensitive to anaesthetic and 
Elizabeth would have to be sure that Eva saw a 
rabbit savvy vet if she had to have surgery again.  
Elizabeth promised that she would do that and now 
it was only a matter of Eva healing from her surgery 
before she could come home.  Lisa also mentioned 
that Eva's ears hadn't fallen into lop position like 
the rest of her siblings.  She still had "helicopter 
ears" and at almost six months it wasn't likely that 
they would ever fall.  Did Elizabeth still want to 
adopt Eva?  There was no hesitation for Elizabeth, 
she was smitten with Eva.  It didn't matter if her 
ears had fallen or not, Eva had captured her heart 
from the first moment she saw her. 
 
But there was one minor problem.  Eva lived 

hundreds of miles from Elizabeth; how were they 
to get her to her new home?  It was a bit of a 
pickle indeed and Elizabeth and Ben spent many 
hours mulling over the best possible way to bring 
their Eva home.  Finally a solution to their 
problem was found.  A very generous member of 
SARS who lived in the same city as Eva, had 
family living in Elizabeth and Ben’s city.  Her 
family would be visiting her on the weekend of 
the 4th and 5th of February and they had offered 
to drive Eva back home to Elizabeth and Ben.  
Hurrah!! 

February 5th, 2006 - Thanks the volunteers at 
SARS who transported her, the lovely Eva was 
home.  She settled in very nicely that first night 
and ate lots of hay and pellets and Craisins. 
Because Eva was still healing from her spay, 
Elizabeth and Ben decided to wait for a week 
before introducing her to Jack.  In the meantime 
Eva has been slowly making herself at home.  
She is a fearless little bunny who loves to explore 
and is curious about everything.  She spends her 
evenings tearing around the kitchen, slipping and 
sliding and sometimes crashing into her human 
mom’s legs.  She has already learned what the 
sound of a Craisin bag being shaken means and 
has made numerous attempts to leap onto the 
kitchen chairs.  She’s still a little shy around her 
new human parents but she’s warming up and 
does love a good snuggle. 
 
Elizabeth and Ben were happy. Their bunny 
family was complete and they couldn’t wait to 
introduce Jack and Eva. 

 
 
Next chapter – The Bonding Process Begins 
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Inexpensive Ideas for Critter 
Accessories! 
Andrea Hoffmann and Reese Willis 
 
Andrea:  The dollar store is my best friend, there is 
always something fun I can pick up for my critters 
without having to spend a ton of money. Here are 
some helpful ideas to keep your critters amused 
while still having some extra cash in your pockets! 
 
Dishes  – Hamster dishes in a pet store can cost up 
to $10, and the cost goes up with the size of the 
dish. You can pick up crock dishes one or a set of 3 
at the dollar store for a buck! Also try tea light 
candleholders as dishes for your 
hamsters/mice/gerbils. Make sure all are ceramic 
and a good weight so they don’t tip over. 
 
Hay Nets for the little guys  
-You can try and fold some 
wire together to make a hay 
net, or buy a bird suit holder, 
they snap closed keeping 
the hay clean while in the 
holder. These cost about $6 
and can be found in wild bird 
shops or even Canadian 
Tire. 
 
Rabbit Play Time  – Baby 
toys! Rabbits love to toss around toys and if they 
make a bit of a rattle noise the more fun it is. Look 
through your kid’s old toys, ask friends whose kids 
are older now or check out a thrift shop. Those 
plastic sets of keys are a favourite. Does your 
rabbit want to chew and tear? Recycle that old 
phone book and allow your bunny hours of ripping 
paper pleasure (If your bunny is ingesting a lot of 
this, this may not be the toy for him/her). Does the 
man of your house do a little woodworking? Those 
cut offs of wood even can be fun for a bunny! Toilet 
paper roll with some hay and a favourite treat 
hidden inside, this will keep your bun amused for a 
while. 
 
Little Critters that chew  - Save toilet paper and 
paper towel rolls, your gerbil (and some hamsters) 
love to chew up the cardboard. Fill it with hay, 
maybe a treat or toilet paper and watch them go. 

Clean cardboard boxes make great chews and 
toys also.  Dried natural apple tree branches can 
also be fun for many critters and helps keep their 
teeth healthy and trim. 
 
Litter Pans  – Aluminum disposable roast pans 
can also be picked up at some dollar stores. 
Rabbits won’t chew them and if they start to look 
a bit old you don’t feel so bad throwing them out. 
 
Hide Away Homes  – Nothings cheaper then a 
used glass jar. How about a clay or ceramic 
flowerpot? Some oil scents warmers also can be 
flipped over and used as a home for your small 
pet, and yes you can find them at the dollar store 
too! 
 
Housing  – Some people want their 

hamster/mice/gerbils to have 
the largest house they can fit, 
but buying that pet’s home can 
cost a fortune. To save money 
you can try buying clear 
storage bins they are about $7 
at Walmart. All you have to do 
is make sure they are well 
ventilated. So buying some 
strong mesh and cutting the top 
from the lid and attaching the 
mesh can work well. This 
housing would not be suitable 

for aggressive chewers. Maybe you want an 
aquarium? A lot of fish people have leaky 
aquariums and have no clue what to do with 
them, post ads on Craig’s list or other free local 
classified asking for a cheap/free Aquarium 
(whatever size you are looking for) stating it 
DOESN’T need to hold water! Flea markets and 
Thrift stores sometimes also carry animal cages 
for reasonable prices. 
 
Hammocks  – Does your Ferret/Rat/Degu need a 
hammock? Have an old pair of pants? Cut the leg 
of the pants off for the size you would like for your 
critter, cut a small hole in each corner and use 
Pipe Cleaners (Available at the dollar store) to 
attach the hammock to the cage. They can sit on 
top or inside. And if you’re good with a sewing 
machine you can come up with all sorts of fun 
designs and styles. (Continued Page 11) 
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William P. Chilly 

Critter Accessories cont. (from page 10) 
Reese: 
Boxes  – Many food products come in small boxes 
that are perfect nest boxes for small critters. Some 
of my hamsters’ favourites include Kleenex boxes 
(minus the plastic on top), Q-tip boxes, and the 
boxes that packaged teas come in. 
 
Plastic containers  – Empty yogurt, cottage 
cheese, and ice cream containers are another 
great option for nest 
containers. It helps 
that they’re more 
durable than 
cardboard and 
they’re washable. 
 
Plastic flower pots  
– Whenever I buy 
plants I wash and 
save the plastic pots 
they come in. I cut 
doorways in them 
and put them upside 
down in the cage so 
they can be used as 
a nest box or 
hideout. 
 
Old dishes  – I’ve 
recycled old unneeded dishes and kitchen utensils 
to become toys and furniture for our rats. Old 
plastic colanders work great for hanging beds, 
plastic bowls can become cozy nests, and some 
creativity with wooden spoons can turn a corner of 
a cage into a jungle gym. Some of my hamsters 
have enjoyed playing in a big plastic cup turned on 
its side. They get inside and roll it along like a 
hamster ball! 
 
Old clothing  – all of our old clothes are recycled 
for the rats. Sleeves and pant legs can be hung as 
hammocks, a pile of old socks can be fun bedding 
to rearrange, and searching for treats in a giant old 
sweatshirt is one of our rats’ favourite games. 
 
In addition to using stuff around the house, I always 
look around when I’m at the grocery store. Most 
places are happy to donate their “garbage” for 
critters. Some of the things I find pretty often: 

 
Kool-Aid Boxes  – I always check the Kool-Aid 
display to see if any of the boxes are empty or 
nearly empty. These boxes are PERFECT small 
animal homes as they’re sturdy and they have a 
pre-cut doorway. The dimensions are great for 
little critters too. 
 
Other boxes  – I always take a look at any of the 
employees’ trolleys that are piled with cardboard. 

Often there are smallish 
boxes that are great for critter 
hideouts. 
 
Paper bags – Paper grocery 
bags are big fun for our 
critters to hide in when 
they’re out playing. 
 
Plastic wrap rolls  – Grocery 
stores use huge rolls of 
plastic wrap to keep skids full 
of boxes in place. The empty 
rolls are very thick, about a 
foot long, and are the perfect 
width for animals as big as 
degus and rats. They can be 
hung in cages with chain or 
twine, or put on the ground 
as hideouts. They’re very 

durable chew toys. When I walk past the stock 
room I stop and ask if maybe they’ve got an 
empty roll in their garbage can. 
 
Label rolls  - Stores that wrap their own meat and 
deli products often use big rolls of labels for their 
products. These rolls are usually the same width 
as the big plastic wrap rolls, but they aren’t as 
long so they fit in smaller cages. They’re the 
perfect size for hamsters and gerbils. I hang 
these rolls from the cage top to make “swings” 
and I use them as toys on the ground in the cage. 
My hamsters love to chew them and peel the 
cardboard for their nests! 
 
*Note: always make sure not to use plastic for 
gerbils – they will chew and eat everything – and 
these can cause intestinal blockages. 
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How You Can Help  
1. DONATE 
SARS BC always very much appreciates 
donations, whether it's financial help, gift 
certificates or pet supplies.  Financial donations are 
tax deductible and we'd be happy to issue you a tax 
receipt for all donations over $20.00. 

If you'd like to make a donation, please make it 
through PayPal via our website, or you can send a 
cheque or money order to:  

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC (SARS BC) 
PO Box 54564  
7155 Kingsway 

Burnaby, BC 
V5E 4J6 

 
You can also send donations towards our medical 

fund by sending it directly to our vets:  

Dr. Hugh Upjohn Dr. Brondwin 
SARS BC   SARS BC Account 
Account #07-27 Arbutus West Animal Clinic 
2599 Runnel Dr. 2809 West 16th Avenue 
Coquitlam, BC  Vancouver, BC 
V3E 1S3  V6K 3C5 
 
Dr. Walton 
SARS BC Account 
Dewdney Animal Hospital  
11965 – 228th St.  
Maple Ridge, B.C.  
V2X 6M1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. FOSTER 
SARS BC is a virtual shelter, meaning that we 
don't have an actual shelter but we rely on a 
network of foster homes with people who kindly 
open their hearts and doors to an animal in need. 
Unfortunately sometimes we have to turn away 
animals because of the lack of foster homes. 
SARS BC is always in desperate need of foster 
homes, especially for rabbits. 
 
 If you're interested in fostering an animal, please 
visit our website. We will get back to you as soon 
as possible.  SARS BC provides cages and other 
supplies like litter boxes, bowls etc. and will pay 
for any medical treatment needed. The foster 
home provides the foster animal with the daily 
necessities such as food and bedding and of 
course lots of TLC. Foster homes also get first 
dibs to adopt the animal as we understand how 
fast you can get attached to them! 

Don't worry if you've never had a small animal 
before.  We'd be happy to show you how to take 
care of them and we're always here to answer 
your questions.  We generally ask that people 
foster the animals until they get adopted which 
can be anywhere from a few days up to several 
months. But we understand that sometimes 
circumstances change and people are no longer 
able to foster so we will find a new foster home 
as soon as possible. 
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Visit www.cafepress.com/ sarsbc  to  see all the gear!  
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A Huge Thanks to Our Sponsors – Please Support them  as they have 

Supported Us! 
 

  
             http://carecollars.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Buurman & Co. Certified    The Students of Second Street  
Management Accountants    Community School 
 
Eagle Ridge Animal and Bird Hospital   Langley Animal Clinic  
 
SmoFo       Bunnies “Homer and Haywire” 
 
Clicker Training for Dogs    Spay & Neuter Clinic of Langley 
 
Pat Nell – Prudential Power Play Realty  Arbutus West Animal Clinic 
 
K&K Pet Foods       The Kensington Animal Foundation 
 
Michelle’s Rabbit and Small     www.Biggercages.com 
Animal Cage Boarding 
 
Val Van Damme and those who donated in his memory 
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Happy Endings – “The Frenchies” 
Cinnabun, Honeybun, and Orca 
 
Cinnabun and Honeybun were rescued from an 
abusive situation. Not only were they supposed to 
end up as stew, poor things were hit repeatedly. 
Needless to say they didn't have the best life so far. 
They weren't well socialized and were very hand 
shy because thus far “hands” for them meant 
punishment. In foster care we showed them that 
hands can also mean good things such as nose 
rubs or yummy treats! But because of their past 
they required a very patient owner who could give 
them the time they need to warm up to them. We 
also required that they get adopted together 
because they really needed each other for comfort.  

Orca was literally saved minutes away from being 
sent to the meat market. When the people who 
went to look at the rabbits arrived, Orca was in a 
shoe boxed size meat cage on the ground 
underneath the other rabbit cages. When asked 
why, they were told she is going to be sold for 
meat. So needless to say, they bought her for the 
*meat price* of $15 and took her home with them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to that she had to endure months of abuse... 
She and many other rabbits were hit by her 
previous owner (a bad breeder) and they were 
kept in tiny wire bottom cages with the wires so 
far apart that their babies would fall through and 
the adult's feet got sores.  

�

 
These three big (almost 20 lbs each!) beautiful 
girls now live in a wonderful, loving home in 
Surrey – they couldn’t ask for a better home.  
Thanks to a new family with lots of patience, 
these three have learned to trust humans again. 
They share their home with another furry friend – 
a cat named “Jetta”! 

Cinnabun and Honeybun 

Orca 


