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A Rescue
Story —
The 50 Rats

By Simone Bur

In early June
2007, SARS BC
received a call
from a local
shelter who asked
if we could help
them out with a
“few” rodents as
the shelter was
full. The “few”
rodents turned out
to be 50 rats, 5
dwarf hamsters, 1
black bear
hamster and 3
mice.

They were seized
from a
breeder/hoarder a
few days prior
along with over
100 other animals
including cats &
dogs.

SARS BC
volunteers went to
the shelter the
same day to

assess the situation so we could make a better
plan on getting them out. It broke our hearts
when we noticed that all the rats were in dire
need of vet care, they all had to be treated for
mites & respiratory problems (Mycoplasma). One
male had an injury to his eye. Several females

needed emergency spays.

7 hours later it became clear that SARS BC
pulled off a miracle once again — Even though
SARS BC doesn't have a shelter or any paid
staff, we managed to find foster homes for ALL of
them, not a single one was going to die. A few
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days later they were all safe and sound in the
different foster homes where they get the extra
TLC that they need and deserve.

SARS BC is now faced with a huge vet bill as we
had 19 rats spayed, treated all 50 of them for
mites, most of them were put on antibiotics
because of the respiratory problems, one male
had his eye injury treated, one of the mice was
seen because half of his body was one big scab
(unfortunately he later passed away) and one of
the dwarf hamsters had to be euthanized
because she had major teeth problems and was
in respiratory distress. Donations towards their
care are greatly appreciated!

As of today, just over half of the rats have forever
homes! And while the remaining ones are waiting
for their turn, they are being spoiled rotten by our
wonderful foster moms & dads.

- 1 = B = .

Ida and many SARS rats are Iooking for loving forever
homes - maybe with you?
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Meet SARS BC!

The Small Animal Rescue Society of BC or SARS
BC is a provincially & federally registered non-
profit organization (our charity number is 86169
0436 RR0O001) comprised of volunteers and
services throughout British Columbia/Canada.

Everyone with SARS BC is a volunteer and no
one is paid to work with the animals. Our primary
focus is to rescue and rehome any small animal in
need. Neglected, injured and abandoned animals
are our primary focus.

Unfortunately due to the sheer number of
unwanted small animals we can only consider
taking in "owner surrendered"” animals if we have
a foster home available. However, we will help
owners to rehome their animals in every way
possible. We are a virtual rescue - meaning that
we do not have a physical shelter at this point.
Instead, we rely on a network of volunteer foster
parents that take care of the animals in their
homes. That way the animals get a lot of one on
one attention and the special care they all

deserve. SARS BC was founded in October
2004. We have since found over 900 homes for
small animals in need and we currently have
many more in rescue that are patiently waiting for
their turn to find a wonderful new home.

Since October 2004

921
animals have been adopted!

SARS BC Team

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC

(SARS BC)
PO Box 54564 7155 Kingsway
Burnaby, BC
V5E 4J6
Charity number: 86169 0436 RR0001
email: info@smallanimalrescue.org
Check out our website at:

www.smallanimalrescue.org

Bottles &
Pennies

For
Bunnies

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC

The Small Animal Rescue Society of BC is holding a Bottle & Penny Drive on July 14™2007.
100% of the money raised will go towards our medical fund for spays and neuters, surgeries,
medications, etc.

Please help us help small animals in need by dropping off your returnables and pennies on July
14" 2007 between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm! If you are unable to make it that day, please call email
us at info@smallanimalrescue.org to set-up a different day for drop off/pick-up.

Vancouver Location: Victoria Location:

ok VAW g ) B epo |
TINE TOAR-1EA (05 Pawell stroet. 400 (m_h erine St
Vancouver Esquimalt

SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org Summer 2007



SMALL TALK

Newsletter of SARS BC Summer 2007

info@smallanimalrescue.org

www.smallanimalrescue.org

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC

Phone: (604) 438-4366

SARS BC Capital Campaign:
Shelter Project —simone Bur

In the last few months we have come to a sad
realization that SARS BC has completely
outgrown our network of foster homes, especially
when it comes to rabbits. The calls for help keep
pouring in but sadly we simply don’t have any
foster homes left. It breaks our heart having to
turn down these rabbits and other small animals
because for most of them it is a death sentence.

SARS BC has the opportunity of buying a
wonderful little shelter as the rescue that currently
owns it is relocating. It could house many rabbits
and other small animals; it means many more
lives would be saved.

In order to buy the shelter, SARS BC has to raise
$20000. On top of that, SARS BC will have to pay
$250 each month for rent to the person who owns
the land the shelter stands on.

We are simply begging you — Please donate
towards this project, please come to any of
our upcoming fundraisers, please shop at our
store, please spread the word and ask other
people to donate!

The shelter is desperately needed for us to
continue helping all these little ones. Please
help us save lives!

SARS BC on the NET

In addition to our main website, we also
have the following sites to connect you to
SARS BC:

http://mww.myspace.com/sarsbc

Plea for Foster Homes!

We are in URGENT need of foster homes for
all types of critters, especially rabbits.

There is a huge influx of animals desperately
needing to come into rescue, and we are
already stretched to capacity. We provide vet
care, cages and all the knowledge and
support you need to provide a loving
temporary home. Please contact us
immediately if you are able to help.

Reasons People Give Up Their
Pets

In no particular order....

- moving
- allergies
- no time
- responsibility
- kids lost interest
- down sizing
- cost
- unaltered and thus having babies
- behavioural issues
- new boyfriend, girlfriend or spouse
- too many animals
- the *new* pet doesn't get along with
the *old* pet (out goes the old)
- vet costs
- too much work
- they go on vacation
- leaving the country
Please remember
*A PET IS FOR LIFE*.

SARS BC
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Kids & Pets Expo 2007
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Peachs - our Spokes-Dog

Lenny th Ferret ...Schmoozing

It was last minute — but a fun weekend! SARS BC was lucky enough to have a booth sponsored for us
at the 2007 Kids & Pets Expo in Cloverdale — April 28" & 29".

Our volunteers are the best around — many of them dropped everything to organize and man our
educational booth at this event. We met several other rescue groups, and had the chance to educate
families on topics such as why rabbits do not make great pets for children, and how to care for animals
properly if they are a part of your family. Allin all, it was a great success.

We'd like to send a huge thank you to our volunteers that came from far and wide (even the Island!) to
help us out at this event.

SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org Summer 2007
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The Numbers Game
By Lisa Hutcheon

1+1=16.
or 18, or 25......

It seems that Small Animal Rescue never gets
animals coming to them one or two at a time.....no
unfortunately, it's 8, 10, 15, 25, 32 all at once.

Every time | think to myself, why not look for help after
the *first* litter....why wait until there have been 4
litters born, the babies are now breeding with their
siblings and "oh yeah, the mother is pregnant again”...

In the past few weeks, we've had calls from someone
with 18 degus, 15 gerbils (mixed group so that number
will go up exponentially), 6 guinea pigs (again mixed
group), various pairs of rabbits and then the owner of
an unaltered pair of rabbits and their 3 year old
thought it would be nice for them to be friends.

We suggested that she get the female spayed right
away however she emailed back to let us know the
neighbour took them, impending kits and all. | have a
feeling we'll be getting a call to re-home 12 rabbits in a
few months from now.

To add to the frustration, when a shelter gives
our number to people, the people tell us the
shelter could only accommodate maybe 4 of
the 18 max.....that's good but *seriously*
where do the other 14 go.

What do people do with small animals they
can not get rid of? Most of the time, they just
let them go. One lady called once with a degu
she took out into the back yard, opened up the
cage and waited for him to leave.....once she
realized he wouldn't leave, SARS got the call.

Anyways, | don't think that people realize the
scope of the problem. One guinea pig plus one
guinea pig makes 5 guinea pigs and if you
don't split them up immediately, the mother is
pregnant again and the babies will be soon as
well.

I think a math lesson is way overdue. The
animals don't add - they multiply.

Oh yeah....did I mention the 51 chinchillas
(most pregnant). That's another story...

Some of our MANY baby gerbils

Multiple baby rabbits ready for adoption (Babies ABCDE)
5
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Ask the Animals

This continuing column will feature answers to your
most burning questions on everything to do with your
little critters! If you have a question you'd like
answered, email: “Ask the Animals” at
info@smallanimalrescue.org.

Q: My male rabbit won't stop spraying, and circling my
legs, grunting, and nipping —what can | do? This is
not the cute and cuddly bunny | had two months ago!

A: It sounds like your rabbit has hit puberty — an
unaltered rabbit of either gender can wreak havoc on a
household, and your relationship with your pet.

Altering your rabbit will reduce or eliminate these
unwanted behaviours. Males can be altered as soon
as their testicles descend however most vets prefer to
wait for females to be 6 months of age. Having you

Itty Bitty Licorice

rabbit spayed or neutered will drastically reduce the
risk of reproductive cancers in females, and decrease
sexual aggression in males; reducing the risk of
fighting with other animals. Life span is greatly
increased. Also, as rabbits are social animals —
altering your rabbit will allow you to safely bond your
rabbit with a cage mate, without the risk of dangerous
fighting or unwanted and dangerous pregnancy.

Altered rabbits make better pets! They are less likely to
dig, chew, bite, circle, grunt, and lunge; and are much
easier to litter train. You and your altered rabbit can

then have a long and healthy relationship.

Elric the Iguana

BUNNY 411 HELPLINE

SARS BC now has a bunny 411 helpline .

It will help all of those who may have questions
regarding behaviour, spaying or neutering, diet,
housing etc.

The purpose of this dedicated email account is to
help people with issues related to their rabbits,
albeit for newcomers or people who may want to
give up their rabbit due to certain issues.

We are hoping that it will also serve to support
foster parents or new adopters with rabbit related

questions.

Email us at:rabbit411@smallanimalrescue.org

SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org

Gorgeous Roxy

We have many, many animals of all shapes,
sizes and personalities — contact us and we

will try to help you find a match!
Summer 2007
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Féatured Adoptable Animals:
Penny

Penny came from the breeder seizure that included 50
rats and several other hamsters. She is a very sweet
girl who is hand-tamed and sociable. She tends to
hide when she's in her cage, but is not at all afraid of

being held and loves to explore out of her cage.

Penny is a very “round” girl, but seems in good health.
She doesn't like to run in her wheel but she does like
to play in tunnels and boxes. Penny would do very
well in a family with children as she's very gentle and

calm.

Patience and Her Babies

Sam and Harvey

Sam and Harvey are two little Dwarf crosses
that are just amazing little guys. Harvey likes
to hang out with you and is quite the
snugglebun. Sam loves to hop around and get
herself into trouble, Harvey is usually just one
step behind. They have excellent litter box
manners, are spayed/neutered and are good
around rabbit savvy dogs and cats.

These two have been looking for a loving
forever home for quite some time now —
contact us if you think that could be you!

Patience escaped a breeder who is
breeding rabbits for meat and spent a
long time hopping around Maple Ridge.
Shortly after she was caught, she gave
birth to 9 healthy babies that are also
looking for new homes.

Her 9 babies are also up for adoption —
but please think carefully before
bringing a baby rabbit into your home.
Baby rabbits are an 8-12 yr
commitment, and hormonal teenage
rabbits can be a lot of trouble.
Patience was very skinny when she
was found but thanks to some TLC
she's doing great now! She will get
spayed before she goes to her new
home.

SARS BC www.smallanimalrescue.org
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S-uccess Story: The Jack and Eva
Diaries (Part 3) By Elizabeth

When we last left off — Eva had arrived spayed and on
time to Jack and his Mom’s.

The Bonding Process — HIS Story

My day started off normally - | got to stay at home all
day and eat hay and sleep. Mom made me eat some
banana-flavoured medicine but | could handle that.
And then, that evening Daddy came into my pen and
picked me up. He carried me down the hall behind my
mom to the spare room. | was pretty excited; I'd never
gotten to see that that room before! Dad sat me down
on the bed and | started sniffing, why — there was a
Craisin right in front of me!! | quickly ate that and
looked up at my mom to see if she had any more for
me. She didn’t hand me any more Craisins so |
started to look around when suddenly — “she” caught
my eye.

She was gorgeous. Pretty pink nose, liquid brown
eyes, long silky ears and a body that just wouldn’t
quit. Did | mention her legs? Long and strong — just
like a girl bunny’s legs should be. Well! | could hardly
believe my eyes! | slowly hopped towards her and
she slowly hopped towards me, my heart was beating
fast and | couldn’t stop my nose from twitching. A few
more hops and we were nose to nose — it was
heaven!! “Jack, this is Eva” | heard my mom say
softly behind me. “Eva” | sighed, a name as beautiful
as she was.

SARS BC
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What happened next is a bit of a blur to be
honest. One moment | was sniffing her lovely
face and the next thing | know I'm showing my
affections in a deeper and more intimate
way...if you know what | mean. | don’t know
what happened, all | knew was that | wanted
Eva to know exactly how much | loved her.

Yeah... unfortunately the lady didn't exactly
enjoy my deep affectionate love for her. In
fact, | had to chase her around. Can you
believe it? A young stud like me reduced to
chasing after a beautiful woman? (Mommy
said something to daddy about me showing
my love in the wrong direction was liable to
make me lose some of my precious bits. |
didn't know what she meant but Daddy turned
a little green). Eva's so pretty and her fur is so
soft | just can't resist trying to love her.

Finally | decided to sit in the cat bed for a bit.
No sooner did | get in then Eva came right up
to me and gave me a friendly lick on the nose.
Sort of thought that meant she wanted to, you
know... make with the love but as soon as |
tried she took off again. Geesh, women!
Then dad picked me up and took me back to
my pen. But he didn’t put Eva in with me. |
didn’t even get a chance to get her number! |
was pretty ticked with dad and flicked my back
feet at him but he just laughed. Oh Eva my
sweet, | miss you already!

Next Chapter — HER story.

Summer 2007
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A-Basic Guide to Socializing Rats by
Positive Reinforcement

By Susan Armstrong

Adult and juvenile rats end up in rescue for many
reasons. Some have behaviour problems, especially
biting. These issues can arise from excess male
hormones, lack of handling as babies, or acquired bad
habits (biting to get a desired result).

Using a simple, structured approach, you can form a
new bond of trust with your rescue rat. You can't
explain things to a rat, so you must show the rat you
can be his friend.

The rules aren't complicated, but to get results, you
need to stick to them. Be consistent. (If there are
children in your home, an adult should do the
socialization procedure). Patience is vital too. This
process takes time - but it builds a special close bond
with your new friend! It's a very rewarding experience.

In his new home, the rescue rat is placed in a quiet,
secure, uninteresting cage —a safe but boring cage.
The rat needs one dark private area he can retreat to
(such as a cardboard box). Apart from that, the cage
should be unfurnished. You can't get hold of a scared
rat if the cage is full of stuff.

Let him settle in for a couple of days, without trying to
handle him. Talk to him a lot, so he learns your voice.
At feeding time call him and gently rattle the food in its
container. Feed him regular bland food (plain chow or
blocks) - but no treats !

SARS BC
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Never feed any rat through the cage bars.
Feeding through the bars is the perfect way to
teach him to snap at fingers!

With aggressive rescue males, neutering is a
key step. If the rat is in good health, neutering
should be done after about one week in his
new home. Aggression levels will gradually
subside during the month following the
operation. Neutering makes integration with
other rats easier, and it facilitates taming. (See
below for more comments on neutering.)

After a few
days, begin
handling the
rat. Your
problem rat
may be a
biter. Use a
small towel to
pick him up.
The towel
saves your
hands, and
also frightens
the rat less than your hands do. As a rule the
rat will not bite you through the towel.

Never use gloves. They only blunt your sense
of touch and tempt you to squeeze too hard.
And they don't enclose the rat reassuringly the
way a towel does.

Try to avoid invading the rat's private box. Wait
for a moment when he's come out of his box of
his own accord. (By now he may come out
when you rattle his food container.) Reach into
the cage with the towel. Using the towel, gently
block him from running back into his box. Be
gentle but firm. Don't rush, but try not to let him
get clean away - he needs to learn that it
doesn't do any good to fight handling.
Gradually confine him in the towel (use the
corners of the cage) and pick him up in it.

Talk softly to him throughout this process. (It
doesn't matter to the rat what you say, but
repetition of positive comments, "Good boy,

Summer 2007
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lovely ratty, what a beautiful girl, isn't this nice" etc. will
calm you.)

Hold the rat in your arms, partly confined in the towel.
Walk slowly around for a brief time - less than a
minute. Keep it brief because the rat won't enjoy the
experience at first. In fact he may act like he's on hot
coals! Don't worry, just gently confine him and walk
around a bit. During this time, begin gently "scritching"
(imitation grooming) the rat's neck and shoulders — if
he's a biter, do it from behind with the rat facing away
from your hand. Rescue rats are often lonely and
have an instinctive need for social grooming.

Holding him in the towel in your arms

you establish some level of trust through
patient structured handling.) Start walking
around for longer periods with the rat in your
arms. Go into different rooms. The rat is
learning that people bring him nice things:
treats, scritches, company, and interesting
changes of scene. People are more fun than
his boring cage!

When the rat accepts handling well, move to
the next step. Sit with him in a safe chair. Let
him explore you and the chair. Give treats and
scritches frequently throughout

allows him to feel relatively secure. A
rat is a burrowing animal, and when
it's frightened, it instinctively wants to
feel its body is enclosed as much as
possible.

Keep talking to him!

Don't let anything frighten him

while you're holding him . No loud
noises, no cats, no dogs, etc.

At the end of each short handling
session, offer him a treat . At first he'll
be too frightened to take it. This is
normal. Place the rat and the treat
back in the cage together. Draw the
rat's attention to the treat. He'll eat it
soon enough. Later, as he gains
confidence, he'll take the treat sooner.

the session. Scritches are as
important as treats — especially
for single rats. Rats have a
strong instinctive need for social
grooming.

Repeat frequently. If the rat gets
too frightened, go back to the
earlier stage.

When trust is well established,
you can start introducing your
new rescue to other rats in a
neutral area. Introductions are
another topic that can't be
properly covered here. | will only
mention a few points. Squabbling
and minor cuts are normal at first.

Repeat the above steps as often as possible — many
times a day! Go through them every time you pass the
rat's cage. Keep it simple and consistent. You're
earning the rat's trust.

Treats, social grooming, and a change of scene...
these are the rat's rewards for accepting handling.

The time required for progress varies with the
individual rat, so play it by ear. Don't rush things. After
several days, most rats will become more accustomed
to handling. (It will take longer if the rat was not
handled enough as a baby, and is now full grown. An
adult rat who has really never been handled before
may never become fully tame. But at least handling
such rats will become easier and cause less fear, if

SARS BC
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But serious fighting may also
occur, and for that reason the rats must be
supervised very closely until they are well
integrated. Keep a thick towel handy and use it
to separate fighting rats.

Intact rats (not desexed) are more likely to
have serious fights while being introduced. But
neutered rats can also seriously wound a
strange rat. Be careful!

Some more things to remember during the
socialization period

Don't give the rat treats or liberty "for free".
This is really important. Until handling is well
accepted, treats should only be given during

10
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handling, and no free running should be allowed.

Let the rat feel as secure as possible

For example - carrying an unsocialized rat on your
shoulder is not constructive. This is a very exposed,
insecure place for an untamed rat. And this is not
teaching him to accept being held.

Why all this talking to the rat?

Despite their prominent eyes, rats have very poor
vision compared to ours. A rat can see almost the
whole room at once, but she can't "look™" at specific
things like we can. A rat can't be expected to
recognize people by sight. To a rat's eyes, you're just
a giant looming Thing. But she has excellent hearing,
and she'll quickly learn to recognize you by your
voice.

It's all part of building trust.

The role of
neutering

Neutering
removes the
source of male
hormones, which
create
heightened
aggression and
superdominance
in some adult
males. The
change doesn't
happen overnight. But normally, after a couple of
weeks, there's a noticeable change in the rat's
responses. After a month the difference is dramatic. A
formerly tense, excitable, hair-trigger male becomes
happy and relaxed. Neutering doesn't remove all
aggression, but it greatly reduces it.

Combined with the socialization method described
above, neutering can transform even savage adult
males - rats who attack the human hand - into friendly,
delightful pets.

Of course another advantage is that neutered male
and female rescues can live together.

SARS BC
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Female rats

My impression is that among rescue rats,
ferocity and biting are more common in adult
males than females. Though nothing is
guaranteed, I've used the above taming method
on a number of "unadoptable” adult males and
it's worked every time so far. At this time, | don't
know whether spaying reduces female
aggression as dramatically as neutering
changes males. | have far more experience
with socializing male rats than females. But I've
tamed one very savage adult female using
structured handling alone. We're best buddies
now.

I'd love to hear from people about their success
with taming female biters — spayed or
unspayed.

All of the rats pictured in this article were
considered unadoptable because of biting
and wildness. Some were on Death Row.

All were successfully socialized by
structured handling and, for the boys,
neutering. These rescue rats and many
more became my sweet, smart, much-loved
pets.

You can do it too.

11
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Vancouver Island Report

Island Happenings with SARS BC!

Spring arrived on the Island accompanied
by phone calls from the local shelters,
needing assistance with critters. We have
helped with ferrets, chinchillas, a milk
snake, a hedgehog, an elderly lovebird,
rabbits and guinea pigs. We have been very
busy trying to increase our profile and are
currently partnering with Pets West to hold
adoption days at their Broadmead location.
We will be profiling different pets each
month.

We had a very successful bottle & penny
drive in April and are looking forward to our
next one on July 14th. We are actively
looking for new foster homes, willing to open
their hearts and homes to a variety of
critters. With many projects in the works, we
are also in need of volunteers to help with
community events, so even if you cannot
foster, we do still need help.

islandsars@smallanimalrescue.org

We have lots of wonderful degus for
adoption

SARS BC

SARS BC Store

www.smallanimalrescue.org/store.html

100% of the proceeds from any of these items goes to the
SARS BC medical fund. If you are interested in buying
something, please email Simone at
simone@smallanimalrescue.org

Auntie Em'’s Hay Bandanas
treats

Bags Doggy sweaters Squeaky toys
. . Hammocks &
Wine gift bags Santa Hats Cuddle Cups

Coin purses Trinket boxes Misc. Items

12
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S:ARS BC Sponsorship Program

Sponsor a Speuter
(Spay/Neuter)

of one of our hundreds of rabbits awaiting
adoption through SARS BC.

Cheques can be sent directly to our PO Box,
or visit our website to donate using PayPal.
Donations over $20.00 will be issued a tax
receipt.

For $55.00 you can sponsor a spay or neuter

Sponsor a Rabbit

If you are unable to foster a rabbit in your
home, you can still make a tremendous
impact by sponsoring a rescued rabbit with
a monthly contribution. Your donation will
help provide shelter, food, and medical
care; helping SARS BC to be able to assist
as many animals as possible.

See page 10 for mailing address, or visit our
website to donate using PayPal.

Leave a Legacy

A bequest in your will, donations in lieu of
flowers, or those in memory of a lost loved
one or pet can ensure that SARS BC will be
able to continue its ongoing work assisting

small animal in need throughout the province.

Celebrate on your
special occasion

On your next birthday, anniversary, grad,
baby shower, or other special occasion of a
friend or family member, ask for donations
to SARS BC in lieu of traditional gifts. What
a wonderful present — to be able to give the
gift of life to an animal in need.

SARS BC
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How You Can Help

1. DONATE

SARS BC always very much appreciates donations,
whether it's financial help, gift certificates or pet
supplies. Financial donations are tax deductible
and we'd be happy to issue you a tax receipt for all
donations over $20.00.

If you'd like to make a donation, please make it
through PayPal via our website, or you can send a
cheque or money order to:

Small Animal Rescue Society of BC (SARS BC)
PO Box 54564
7155 Kingsway
Burnaby, BC
V5E 4J6

You can also send donations towards our medical
fund by sending it directly to our vets:

Dr. Brondwin

SARS BC Account
Arbutus West Animal Clinic
2809 West 16™ Avenue

Dr. Hugh Upjohn
SARS BC
Account #07-27
2599 Runnel Dr.

Coquitlam, BC Vancouver, BC
V3E 1S3 V6K 3C5
Dr. Walton

SARS BC Account
Dewdney Animal Hospital
11965 — 228" St.

Maple Ridge, B.C.

V2X 6M1

2. FOSTER

SARS BC is a virtual shelter, meaning that we
don't have an actual shelter but we rely on a
network of foster homes with people who
kindly open their hearts and doors to an
animal in need. Unfortunately sometimes we
have to turn away animals because of the lack
of foster homes. SARS BC is always in
desperate need of foster homes, especially for
rabbits.

If you're interested in fostering an animal,
please visit our website. We will get back to
you as soon as possible. SARS BC provides
cages and other supplies like litter boxes,
bowls etc. and will pay for any medical
treatment needed. The foster home provides
the foster animal with the daily necessities
such as food and bedding and of course lots of
TLC. Foster homes also get first dibs to adopt
the animal as we understand how fast you can
get attached to them!

Don't worry if you've never had a small animal
before. We'd be happy to show you how to
take care of them and we're always here to
answer your questions. We generally ask that
people foster the animals until they get
adopted which can be anywhere from a few
days up to several months. But we understand
that sometimes circumstances change and
people are no longer able to foster so we will
find a new foster home as soon as possible.

Visit www.cafepress.com/sarshc to see all the gear!

SARS BC

www.smallanimalrescue.org
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A Huge Thanks to Our Sponsors — Please Support them as they have
Supported Us!

0,
ef Care Collars

Helping Rescued Animals With Medical Issues

http://carecollars.com

'@ETWEEN ?RIENDS
Wy Bed & Breakfast & Travel Apartments

Eagle Ridge Animal and Bird Hospital

Arbutus West Animal Clinic

Michelle’'s Rabbit and Small Animal Cage Boarding

Val Van Damme and those who donated in his memory
Dewdney Trunk Animal Hospital

Susan A. Angela P. Wendy B. Kim

Lizzy O. Philip B. Janice S. Gabriella C.
LeAnn B. CoraT. Donna S. Dean |.
Kelley B. Roxanne L. Susan B. Kent Z.
Laurel S. Anne S. Allison C.

Stephanie G. Kevin O. Deborah B.

Meredith K. Linda L. Ida T.
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Héppy Endings — “Alley”

Alley is a rabbit that will
knock your socks
off...she's really one in a
million and we love her
like there's no tomorrow.

Sadly, she was found as
a stray in an *alley* in
Surrey, hence her new
name. THANKFULLY, a
kind family found her
and contacted us right
away. They were
worried about her as
there was something
really wrong with this
bunny. When we first
met her, we were
greeted by this happy go
lucky little spirit. But we
knew she was
different....

Alley has some sort of congenital problem that makes

At first, it was very sad to see this...she would
get going and then stumble....you would feel
so bad to watch her.

After getting to know
her however, that's
not the case
anymore. For Alley,
she was born this
way and she most
likely doesn't even
realize that she's
different. She loves to
be out running
around and exploring,
especially with the
other bunnies - if they
groom her mind you

1_)

Alley will always take
the time to come over
and give you a face
wash and then she

quietly bows her head
awaiting a head
scratch for herself. As you scratch her head,

her coordination and walking very awkward. Her front she will chatter her teeth and suck up all the

limbs almost seem as they are too long and she often
stumbles over them. The strangest part is that she has

attention she can get. Nothing brings a smile
to your face

to walk with her
front paws curled
under her rather
than walking on
the pads of her
feet. It would be
like us walking on
the back of our
hands. To
compensate for
this, she has to
hold her back legs
out on an angle
and curl her toes
under, walking on
her toes rather
than a flat foot.

like Alley...

Alley recently
went to a
wonderful
forever home!
Yay, Alley!!!

Looking for a
special critter
to add to your
family? Visit
our website
and we can
help you find
the perfect
match.

SARS BC

Alley with her new furry siblings
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