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‘When rmm nE&.g mm_noa Wwith E._Eonnm
eyes; “what’s going to happen o the bun- "~
nies?” 4&%& Hall had to come up with an
answer, .

It mgomaa rﬂ. :Qm_“._uoﬁm rma m_a%mm
town and left'a brood of bunnies _umea on -
their Ferndale'Road property. .

- Developers were bulldezing the Jand, msm.
the cﬁEomvmmwm were num-

bered.” -

“I called the mwo> .cﬁ Emw
said they couldn’t do anything
because they weren’t trapped.”

SPCA gave Hall the number

_of the Small Animal Rescue
Society (SARS) a non-profit

- group ‘of volunteers vmmmm n
Burnaby. -

,H.E&\ came cut to assess Em EEmﬂou earli-
er in the week, but as there are still a number
of brambles and blackberry bushes on the
.land, the bunnies were impossible to catch.

SARS plans to return Sunday with ani

armiy of volunteers to 3 Em 5% ,mﬁ moBoma.‘

cated rabbits. -

“We’ll be out there at seven E the morning
with about 10 or 12 volunteers. Tt will proba-
bly take us the day to trap them,” said SARS’

. S mﬁormcn and mm=

.—.._mm mﬁowmoa

Hall also.called the developer, the current

— - owner and the city:

But the 8%03&5@ awm:w :mm with the

‘i . previous owners who left the bunnies w&E&

when thiey moved in mmwaE_uQ. mooanm to

" Frances Egmm adinits m_pm had _u_.EEmm

"when she lived on the property, but says she .

had no idea they were still there.

aﬂgm is Em first I've heard of it,” mro told .

- the News. “I thought the coy- -
oteshad gotten them all. If T
knew there were any left 1
would have brought them here
-(to the acreage she now lives .

_n%, in gm_oﬁ

“We're very animal-type
- purpose.’
Alblas says the bunnies were kept olitside

in an open-topped pen, and she agrees they

. were vulnerable to 550%_,55 mb:.:&m m_._or

as coyotes and raccoons.
“ saw a crow take off with ¢ onm 2... the
babies once,” she adds.

Keeping the bunnies outside was the Ha»b.::

Iy’s first mistake, says Hutcheon.
“They should be kept inside and made a
part of the family like any other pet. We -

on with her husband and m_mg ]

people. We wouldn’t do that on

zmsm e

wouldn’t accept that if it was a puppy dog.”

Regardless, the Alblases want the bunnies
back — now that they know not ail their mﬁ%
friends were coyote lunch.

Halt was contacted by city staff saying the
current and previous owners are hoping to
work together to catch the rabbits.

" “Enough people are involved so maybe the
owners will step up and take care of the situa-
tion,” says Hall.

_While this bunny fale seems to be HommEm
to a happy ending, the problem ,samu aban-
doned bunnies is still a sad story in
Richmond, says Hutcheon.

. She blames pet stores that sell bunnies
when_there are plenty at the SPCA, and irre-
gponsible owners for. the problem.

“A lot of umov_o think E@ are aoEm them

JuLe mﬁxmoz__%ﬁ%ozu Zmim

Yolanda Hall and her %Emvﬁ.m Stephanie, Rebecca and Jessica (above) examine the

. remains of a rabbit rm&:ﬁ moHOmm ».BE their m@.ﬁa&o Road home; one of .&n rabbits left to
~ fend for :m&m (at left). - : .

(the bunnies) a favour by sétting them free,
but a domesticated bunny doesn’t have a
chance.” .
.And then there is the issue of proliferation.
A female bunny can have a littér every month
and may have up to 12 babies in each litter.
“Tt’s really expotiential,” says Hutcheon.
The problem is becoming more acute as -
more of Richmond’s farmiand is developed.
Hall says that while the owners are taking

. responsibility for the rabbits in this case, too

often it is left up to volunteer organizations to

-spend their own money and time. catching,
~_neutering/spaying and looking for mWo_ﬁn moH
. these abandoned creatures.

“The city should have some ._nEa of mﬁa

. mﬁﬂ developers are BpEHma to pay into 9&

can support these groups.”




